THE VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
Symons, who, endowed with considerable intellectual force, bravely kept flying the flag of a cause already decayed
Pater himself, however, was a moralist, in the direct line of descent from Arnold Though he wished life to be treated "in the spirit of art", this itself was "the moral sigmficancy of art and poetry3 * He was afraid of his own view that life must be caught as a series of intensely appreciative moments and that none of the moments should be sacrificed to any system or abstract morality, so he expunged from the conclusion of The Renaissance the essay in which he brilliantly stated his theory For him art largely replaced religion, and even when, after a period of flagrant antagonism to the Church he returned to the fold, what attracted him was the artistry of it "You seem to think, Mr Pater," Jowett said to him, "that religion is all ritual " It was, if the conclusion of Manus the Epicurean is anv indication Pater no doubt had a considerable influence, and by no means a bad one, in educating people to a finer perception of the arts, and a realisation of their value He continued Arnold's battle for culture, and if the result was not quite what he would have wished, that was not altogether his fault
Good as his essays are, and admirable as much of his criticism is, especially his essays on style, on Wordsworth and on Coleridge, where he ceases to be impressionistic and becomes analytical, his great achievement was the Imaginary Portraits, with which we may include Gaston de Latour The Renaissance was a fine piece of pioneer work, but the Imaginary Portraits are living re-creations of personalities, in a peculiar form, half short story and half essay, which owe a good deal of their effect to the careful modulations of the prose It is the fashion now to look down on Pater and to abominate his prose, but his interpretation and his criticism have illuminating moments, and if his prose is languorous, it is with the languor of an athlete at rest He is the conscious prose-artist of the period; he had a good ear, and a respect for words; and though he is not a model to be followed, there is much to be learnt from him
Wilde certainly learnt a good deal from him, and moreover endowed his style with speed, a clear swiftness which he
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